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Researchers:

You are invited to participate in a research project. Before accepting, please take the time to read
this document. If you have questions, please contact a member of the research team at the contact

information provided below.

Information for Participants

About the project

The Community Knowledge Sharing Conversations are part of a study led by researchers at
Health Canada and the University of Ottawa in collaboration with the Immigrants
Working Centre, Hamilton Community Legal Clinic and City of Hamilton Public Health.
The purpose of the study is to find ways to make health research on environmental chemicals
more inclusive, useful and without harm for equity-deserving communities.
The Community Knowledge Sharing Conversations are for current residents of Hamilton who
identify with populations that have historically been excluded from research and
conversations about environmental chemicals and health. This includes people who identify
as Black or racialized community members, newcomers to Canada, and people living on low
income.



What you are asked to do

Participate in a 2.5-hour Community Knowledge Sharing Conversation with 8-15 other
Hamilton residents and members of our research team at the Immigrants Working Centre
Share thoughts or concerns you may have about pollution/chemicals and health
Talk with others in the group about what it would be like to participate in an
environmental health research study, including potential motivators or barriers.
Share ideas on how such studies could be more inclusive and beneficial for communities.

The session will be audio-recorded for research purposes.

Potential concerns

There could be some stress related to talking about the pollution/toxic chemicals and
effects on health.

1.

There could be stress or discomfort from sharing your views/ideas with other participants
and/or members of the research team.

2.

Potential benefits of participating

You will have a chance to learn about environmental health research in Canada and ways
that chemicals/pollution can affect health.
You may feel good about helping to find ways that environmental health research can
better serve communities such as yours.
You will receive a meal and an honorarium (gift card).
You may enjoy the opportunity to meet and socialize with others in your community.

Voluntary participation

Participation is voluntary. You are free to leave at any time without needing to give a reason.

Addressing the concerns:
If you experience stress or discomfort during the session, please let us know. We will
have a support person available. We can also refer you to a relevant agency for
support, if requested.
We will not use your name in any reports or presentations.
You will be invited to fill out a questionnaire at the end of the session. This is a way for
you to share views and ideas that you may not be comfortable sharing in the group.



Confidentiality

Your name will not be connected to what you say.
The audio recording and your completed questionnaire will be accessible only to
researchers at the University of Ottawa (E. Phipps and 1-2 research assistants).
The transcription (typed out version) of the recording and a summary of participants’
responses to the questionnaire, with all names removed, may be seen by the research
team members listed above.
All materials will be kept in a locked cabinet or on password protected Internet-based
platforms (DropBox, NVivo, SurveyMonkey) for five years. After five years, the data will be
sent to the University of Ottawa archives where it will be protected and stored
indefinitely.

Use of information 

Information and ideas shared during a Community Knowledge Sharing Conversation may be
used in:

Report(s) to Health Canada on ways to improve environmental health research to better
serve equity-deserving communities
A summary report to be shared with the community
Presentations at professional conferences or other events
Publications such as scholarly articles, journals or books.

In all cases, the information will be summarized in a way that will not personally identify
anyone. Your name will not be used. Some information about you, such as your age or
gender, may be used alongside written quotes about your views and experiences.

Compensation

You will receive a $50 honorarium for your time participating in the session
A meal will be provided to all registered participants
If you have local travel costs (bus or taxi), these will be covered if you request travel
support in advance or if you provide the receipt(s)
Child care/child minding will be available for those who request it in advance

Funding and support of the research

This study is funded by a contract issued to the University of Ottawa by Health Canada.



How to sign up

Sign and date this Information and Participant Consent Form and complete a
Registration Form. 

Both forms in the envelope provided. Submit the forms to: 
Rosemary Aswani or other member of the research team
or drop it off at the Immigrants Working Centre, 100 Main Street East

Or, sign up online. Scan the QR code below or go to:
https://forms.office.com/r/CFEV4Z7mpz

For more information, please contact 
Rosemary Aswani, raswani@iwchamilton.ca | 905-529-5209 ext 3224
Wasan Mohamad, wmohamad@iwchamilton.ca | 905-529-5209 ext 1252
Erica Phipps, University of Ottawa, ephipps@uottawa.ca | 613-791-4248

mailto:raswani@iwchamilton.ca
mailto:wmohamad@iwchamilton.ca
mailto:ephipps@uottawa.ca


I give the researchers permission to use the information I share during the Community
Knowledge Sharing Conversation, and on my Registration Form and Questionnaire, for the
purposes outlined above. 
 
If the research team wishes to use my information for other purposes, such as a follow up
study, they will contact me to obtain consent at the phone number or email I provided on
my Registration Form.
 
If you have questions or concerns about research ethics related to this study, please
contact the University of Ottawa Research Ethics Board at 613-562-5387 or
ethics@uottawa.ca.
 
 The ethics reference number is S-09-238690.
 
 
Legal rights and signatures: 
 
I, _______________________________________       ______________________, consent to participate in a
Community Knowledge Sharing Conversation as part of the study described above.
I understand the nature of this project and I wish to participate. I am not waiving any of my
legal rights by agreeing to participate. 
 
 
Signature  ________________________________________________________   Date_______________________ 
Participant
 
 
Signature  _______________________________________________________   Date________________________ 
Researcher
 
 
 

CONSENT


